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Last week we began a new sermon series in the book of Acts.

If you would go ahead and turn there, Acts chapter one as we get started. Let’s pray.

Last week we saw that our faith is a faith that is rooted in history. 

It is not just a bunch of myths or fables spliced together to form some kind of man made moral framework we should live by.

No it is based on the person and work of Jesus Christ whose identity, message, and mission are clearly established in verifiable historical record.

We also said that God, who worked through the early church is still at work in the affairs of human history today through His church.

What Jesus began to do and teach He continues through His church!

And when I say “His church” I mean you and me, followers of Jesus Christ who, gathered together, represent the body of Christ in this particular spot.

The God who worked through the New Testament church is still at work and wants to complete His work in this world trough you.

So I asked last week: Are you committed to God’s work through His church? 

And I then concluded last week’s message by saying that “By the power of the Holy Spirit, we as His church are obediently to continue to do and to teach what our Lord Jesus began.”

The key phrase in that statement was “by the power of the Holy Spirit.”

And that brings us to Acts chapter 1 where we will pick up with verse3. 

If you would please open your Bibles to Acts chapter 1:

And let’s pick up in Acts 1:3:

He [that is Jesus] presented himself alive to them after his suffering [after His crucifixion] by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.

This is the only place in Scripture that gives us an indication of how long Jesus ministered to the disciples after the resurrection.

During this time Jesus gave the disciples many proofs or as in another translation puts it “many convincing proofs.”

The word used for proof here is only used here in the New Testament and caries with the idea of undisputable perceptible evidence as opposed to the evidence that is given by witnesses.

In other words Jesus’ resurrection was proven by touch, sight, and feel. The disciples and the early believers verified the resurrection with all of their senses. It wasn’t just hearsay. 

One proof was the visual: He presented Himself alive. He appeared repeatedly to them. 

Scripture records that just on that first Easter Sunday Jesus was seen at least 5 separate times to different people. 
Over the 40 days between Easter Sunday and His ascension, when Jesus returned to heaven where He now sits at the right hand of the Father, Jesus appeared at least 10 distinct and separate times. 

Once He appeared to as many as 500 people!

If His appearance had been a one shot deal we could perhaps come to the conclusion that it was a just vision or mass hallucination. 

But there were multiple appearances, some to individuals, some to the whole group, and not on one day only, but over 40 days. 

And during those 40 days Jesus spoke to His disciples “…about the kingdom of God.”

In general the kingdom of God refers to God’s sovereign rule over all. But more specifically the kingdom of God refers to the realm where He actually rules. 

In the Old Testament God’s kingdom was manifested through His elect nation, Israel, to the degree that they followed His covenant laws. 

This reached its climax under the reign of David and the early reign of Solomon, who were types of the reign of Messiah the King. 

The kingdom of God was most clearly present in the person and ministry of Jesus Christ during His early ministry (Luke 17:21). 

And we know that one day Jesus we return to establish His kingdom here on earth where He will rule over all the earth.

In fact that is why in verses 6 and 7 we read: 6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?”

Once again the disciples began to think about the kingdom of God in terms of any other earthly kingdom.

So Jesus says “…to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority.

Jesus is not so much correcting their question as He is just letting them know that it is not theirs to know the timing. 

But right now, in the present age, the kingdom of God is spiritually manifested when Christ reigns in the hearts of His people, the church. 

When we truly repent and believe in Jesus Christ and accept by faith what He did on the cross in our place we believe in Him as our Lord (King) and savior. 

Christ now reigns as king in our hearts. 

And it is this message of the resurrect Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and His kingdom rule in the hearts of His people that is at the foundation of our work for the Lord. 

We must proclaim to people that Jesus died for their sins, that He was raised from the dead, that He now sits at the right hand of God, and that He is coming again in power to reign over all the earth, but right now the kingdom of God is at hand, in your heart.

In Acts 1:8 we are told that “…you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

So this is our message, the resurrected Lord and savior. And this is our mission, take this message to the end of the earth until the end of this age.

But how do we do this. I know that I am not up to this…at least not on my own.

We need The Power Factor! We need the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit.

Look back in verse 4: “And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

Last week I mentioned that Acts is a transitional book. That is, it covers that period of time God shifts from using the Nation of Israel as His primary witness to the world to when He starts using the church to be that witness.

In the Old Testament the Holy Spirit came upon men and women for a specific period of time to accomplish a specific task.

When that task was completed, or if the person sinned and rebelled against God, God would remove the Sprit from them.

For us today the Spirit works a little different. One of the blessings of our Salvation is that you and I, at the moment of our salvation were sealed with the Holy Spirit.

The Spirit of God has taken up permanent residence within us. And it is that Spirit who gives us the power we need to live out our Christian faith and to fulfill God’s mission of taking His message to the end of the earth.

What we see here in Acts 1:4 is Jesus reminding His disciples that promised Holy Spirit is going to come on them.

And then skip down to verse 8 again: Jesus goes on to tell the disciples that “…you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

Note the connection here. Jesus says you will be my witness. What will you witness, or give testimony about?

The resurrected Lord and Savior Jesus Christ who is willing to forgive and remove all your sin and set up His kingdom in your heart.

What’s your mission? Take this message first to Jerusalem and in all Judea. That would be like what we would consider local outreach. 

Reaching out to our neighbors and those around maybe in our city, our county and maybe even in our state.

Then you will be a witness in Samaria. Now that’s would be more like what the youth did this summer in going to Baltimore. 

Sure we were still in our country and people basically spoke English the people we ministered to were culturally and even ethnically different from us. It was out of our comfort zone.

And finally you will be a witness to the end of the earth. This is why we support missionaries like the Tabbindos and the Panaggios who are taking the gospel message to different countries and why we sent a team down to the Dominic Republic last winter.

But it also way we support MAP ministry who reaches out to former Amish and the Rubys up in the Cleveland are ministering to Jews. 

Geographically they are not far off but they are reaching people who are culturally far off.

Ok, so the message is clear and the mission is clear. But the power to make it happen has to come from the Holy Spirit.

As I think about all the sermons I have heard, all the lectures and seminars I have attended and even all the Bible studies I have completed, I would have to say something has been missing.

I have heard the message. I have taken classes on how to effectively share the gospel message with others.

And I have studied and seen wonderful strategies for accomplishing the mission.

But somehow, maybe it is because of abuses and or over emphasis of the Holy Spirit by some groups, I have heard very few sermons of the Holy Spirit.

Yet the power and presence of the Holy Spirit is so important to Jesus He “…ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the…” Spirit to come upon them.

Here is what I would like to do this morning. We are going to take a quick run through Acts and look as just a hand full of references to the Holy Spirit.

As we look at how the Holy Spirit has work my hope is that we will get a better understanding of the power that is available for us today.

To begin, let’s back up, Acts 1:2. We looked at this verse last week.

But note here: verse 1 and 2 are an intro to Acts and there serve as a summary statement that covers this entire time from the crucifixion until Jesus returns to heave.

But list to this. Jesus “had given commands [how] through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen.”

Jesus’ whole life is a testimony to His dependence upon and obedience to the Holy Spirit. Yes Jesus was fully God and fully man.

And as a man it was the power of the Holy Spirit working though Him His whole life that enabled Him to accomplish His earthly ministry.

From His conception, to being led into the wilderness at the beginning of His public ministry and even in the resurrection, Jesus life and ministry was led by the power of the Spirit.

Just listen to what Paul writes in Romans 8:11: “If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.”

The same Spirit of God that raised Jesus from the dead gives life to your mortal bodies. 

In other word you have been made spiritually alive and that Spirit now dwells, permanently with ongoing power, in you!

You have access to the same Spirit that Jesus did! So when Jesus commands us to do the same things He did we need to, in fact can only do them with that same power factor.

Ok, back in Acts. Look over at Acts 2. 

Here in Acts 2 we find the very first time in history that the Holy Spirit takes up permanent indwelling presence in a believer.

Up until this point in time the Spirit would move upon someone for a specific time to accomplish a specific task. 

We will be hitting this chapter in a couple weeks but for now look at verse 4: “And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.”

So the Spirit has not only given you new life and has filled you with His power and presence 

He will equip you with spiritual gifts so that you can accomplish your part in keeping with God’s mission of taken the message of Christ to all people.

Have you ever tried to witness to someone, or had someone say something to you and you wish you had the right come back.

I usually think of the perfect thing to say 5 minutes after it’s too late to say it. 

Turn over to Acts 4. Here the Jewish leaders are upset over the disciples going around telling everyone that this guy they had killed actually rose from the grave.

So the priest and other Jewish leaders take them and put them in jail overnight. The next day they bring them out and ask them to give an account.

In Acts 4:7 these religious leaders ask: “By what power or by what name did you do this?” 

Then in verse 8 we read: “Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them…” at that point Peter this working class fisherman launches into the defense of the gospel that is rich and deep-filled with profound theological truths.

Now skip down to verse 13 and look at the response of these leaders to Peter’s message: “Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that they had been with Jesus.”

I love that last sentence: “And they recognized that they had been with Jesus.”

Jesus points us to the Father but it is the Spirit of God who reveals Jesus to us.

And it is the Spirit of God who will give you the boldness you need to share Christ to others. And, when needed, He will even give you the vary words to say.

Now that doesn’t mean we shouldn’t pray, study and prepare. 

I’m not going to get up here Sunday morning, open my Bible and just say what ever comes to mind trusting that the Spirit of God will lead. 

No, I have spent the time in preparation and study. On the other hand, just because I had an idea of what I was going to say this morning I am not going to say no to the Spirit if He is leading me to say something different.

In the end I want my time with Jesus to come through my message.

In the same way, if you are witnessing to someone, it is good to have thought though what you might say. At least you should have a basic outline.

Early in my Christian walk I memorized the Romans Road. 
The Romans Road is a series of verses in the book a Romans that you can use to lead someone to Christ. I have used it in some form or another countless times. But rarely do I say it exactly as I first memorized it.

Each time I present the gospel to someone I am listening with both ears. 

With one ear I am listening to the person I am talking with. I want to make sure I understand what they are saying, what questions or objections they might have.

And with the other ear I am listening to the Spirit as I depend on the Spirit to give me the right words to say. 

Also, I am trusting that the Spirit is going to use my words as He works in the heat of the person I am witnessing too.

Listen to what Luke writes in Acts 5:32: “And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.” 

Here in Acts 5 the apostles are once again brought before the religious leaders and told not to preach this message about Jesus.

But Peter tells them that they are to obey God not men so they will continue to be “witnesses to these things.”

Then he adds that little phrase, “and so is the Holy Spirit.”

The Spirit of God is at work convicting and opening people’s heart to the truth of the gospel message. 

Yes we are often given the blessing and the responsibility to be the human instrument through whom that message comes.

But, we are not alone in our witnessing efforts. The Holy Spirit is at work too.


One last thought. There are many more references to the Holy Spirit in Acts and throughout the whole Bible. 

This is just a quick glimpse into the role of the Holy Spirit. 

By the way, if you come out to Lighthouse Café Wednesday evening we will be taking a deep look into the Holy Spirit this week. This would be a great time to get some of those question you have about the Spirit answered.

But for now, let’s look at one more reference; Acts 9:31.

Our dependency upon the Spirit of God affects our individual lives but it also affects the cooperate life of our church as well.

Acts 9:31: “So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and was being built up. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it multiplied.

The church multiplies, grows, and experiences peace and spiritual growth when two things are present.

First when we are walking in fear of the Lord. To walk in fear of the Lord is order our lives and priorities in such a way as to demonstrate proper reverence of God.

In other words, when God is God and I am not then I fear, reverence, the Lord by making His priorities and His plans my priorities and my plans.

And the second thing needed is to walk in the comfort of the Holy Spirit. 

When we are following God and the leading of the Spirit we have comfort and peace, even if our circumstance may seem out of control.

But when we are living in sin, it could be outright rebellion against God’s clear teaching in His word, or just something as small as having sensed the leading of the Spirit to do something or stop something and then not doing it.

When we chose to close our ears and hearts to the Holy Spirit we lose the comfort He brings.

It is one of the ministry of the Holy Spirit to convict us and to correct us as He leads us into all truth, understanding, obedience, and Christ like holiness.

So the comforter, the Holy Spirit has a way of making us very uncomfortable with the hope of bringing about conviction, repentance, obedience, and restored relationships.

Real quick I want you to turn back to Acts 1.

Let’s pick up with verse 9: “And when he [that is Jesus] had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 

10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

Why do you sit there looking up!? This same Jesus has given you the same Spirit, the same message, and the same mission that He gave to first followers.

We need to rise up and tap into the power of the Holy Spirit take the message of our risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ to our neighbors and to the end of the earth until the moment Jesus returns!



Benediction  
“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.” (Num. 6:24-26) 
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